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ARTICLE 1- Modern language courses are offered by the School of Languages.  To this end, Arabic, 
German, Chinese, French, Italian, Russian, and Spanish courses may be offered.  
 
 

ARTICLE 2- In programs which offer foreign language courses as required electives, it is ensured that 
students take these courses in compliance with the rules set forth hereunder, in consideration of the 
following learning objectives: 
 

a) To give students the opportunity to learn another language, 
b) To bring students to at least A2 level in the respective language, 
c) To make sure that students take these courses consecutively (without interruption) in 4 successive 

semesters for the integrity of learning, 
 
ARTICLE 3-Students may not take the foreign language courses in their mother languages or the 
official language of their home countries. The School of Languages determines which courses the 
students are not allowed to take based on their nationalities and notifies Student Services prior to course 
registrations. 
 

ARTICLE 4-Students who graduated from high schools whose language of instruction is a foreign 
language or students who completed their secondary education in a foreign country cannot take the 
foreign language courses in the respective languages during their studies at the University. To that end, 
the School of Languages determines which courses the students are not allowed to take based on their 
alma maters or their secondary education and notifies Student Services prior to course registration.  
 
ARTICLE 5 -In order to take a course that requires a foreign language course as a prerequisite, students 
may be exempted from the prerequisite course through an exam.  These exemption exams are 
determined and announced by the School of Languages.  Students who submit their exam results to the 
Modern Languages Coordination Office are considered to have fulfilled the foreign language 
prerequisite for the relevant course. 
 
ARTICLE 6-For students required to take second foreign language courses as required electives in 
their undergraduate programs, the following conditions apply: 

a) Students who fall within the scope defined in Articles 3 and 4 hereunder may apply for an 
exemption from second foreign language courses.  Exemption applications must be submitted 
to the Dean’s Office of the registered faculty no later than one week before the start of course 
registration for the semester in which the students matriculate in their undergraduate programs.  
The Faculty Executive Board evaluates and makes the final decision about exemption requests.  
Students who do not apply for an exemption at the beginning of their undergraduate studies are 
considered to have waived their right to exemption. In subsequent semesters, such students may 
only apply for exemption by presenting a valid foreign language exam results as specified in 
clause (b) of this article. 
 

b) Students who can prove their proficiency in these languages through one of the Senate-
recognized foreign language proficiency exams may also apply for exemption from second 
foreign language courses. These students may be granted exemption based on their level of 
proficiency provided that their exam results are still within the validity period at the time of the 
application.  Exemption applications based on exam results are submitted to the Dean’s Office 
of the respective Faculty at the beginning or during any academic semester before graduation, 
along with the official exam result.  The Faculty Executive Board evaluates and makes the final 
decision about exemption requests.   

 



c) The second foreign language courses that students are required to take as required electives in 
their undergraduate programs are determined by the relevant academic department, approved 
by the Senate, and announced to students within their graduation requirements.  Students may 
only request exemption from the designated courses.  
 

d) The School of Languages determines the foreign language-medium high schools which qualify 
for exemption and notifies Student Services. The list of eligible high schools is announced to 
students prior to course registration.     
 

e) Students who do not apply for exemption fall within the scope specified in Articles 3 and 4 
hereunder. These students are required to take a different second foreign language course.  

 
f) Exemption applications may also be submitted for required second foreign language courses 

that have not been previously taken or that have been taken but not successfully completed.  
 

g) Exempted courses are recorded on the transcript with an "EW" grade in the semester of 
application and are not included in the GPA calculation. However, the credits of an exempted 
course count toward graduation requirements, and students are not required to take another 
course with the same credits in lieu of the exempted course to fulfill their graduation credit 
load.   Students cannot re-register in courses for which they have been granted exemption. The 
credits of exempted courses are not counted towards the students’ course load in the respective 
semester.  
 

h) Students who have completed some of their second foreign language courses and later gained 
exemption in a different language will retain the previously taken foreign language courses on 
their transcript. Students may apply to the Dean's Office of their faculties for these courses to 
be counted as free electives, or repeated with other free electives, or excluded from their 
graduation requirements. The Faculty Executive Board evaluates and makes the final decision 
about these requests.  
 

i) Students registered on academic programs which offer foreign language courses as 
required electives in their curricula must complete 4 consecutive courses in the same foreign 
language. Students cannot register for another foreign language course in order to fulfill their 
free/non-faculty elective course requirements unless they complete all of these 4 consecutive 
courses. This decision applies to all students in the programs. However, should there be any 
students who previously registered for another foreign language course before completing all 
of their required foreign language courses due to any reason, the final decision about their 
situation is taken by the respective Faculty Executive Board. The advantages of taking these 
courses in successive semesters are explained to the students by their departments and advisors.   
 

j) Students may change the course they chose only once in the following semester, regardless of 
the course repetition rules in the rules and regulations. The following rules apply to course 
changes: 

 
1) If the student completes the first level but withdraws (W) from the second level in the following 

semester, the student may change the foreign language course in the following semester.  
2) If the student withdraws (W) from the course in the first semester s/he takes the course, it will 

not be considered course repetition in the following semester. In order to be eligible to change 
the course, the student should have received a grade from that course that contributes to his/her 
GPA. 

3) When the student changes the course it will not be considered course repetition, unless s/he 
failed (F) the first course. If the student wishes to have it counted as course repetition, the 
student may personally do so by completing the “course repetition (substitution)” process via 



SIS. If the course changed is counted as an elective in the graduation requirements of the 
respective academic program, the course is directly added to the electives pool. 

 
k) A quota is set for programs which offer foreign language courses as required electives. The 

quotas, branches, and programs are mutually determined with the respective academic units 
before course registrations. Students register for the courses during the course registration 
period based on the available quotas. The courses are offered to all programs regardless of the 
available quota on the last day of course registrations.  

 
ARTICLE 7 - In the absence of any provisions hereunder, the decisions of the School of Languages or 
the University Executive Board will prevail.  

ARTICLE 8- The “Principles for Modern Language Courses Offered by the Undergraduate Programs" 
published pursuant to the Özyeğin University Senate Decision No: 2016/10 dated 24.08.2016 has been 
abolished. 

ARTICLE 2-PROVISIONAL ARTICLE: Undergraduate students who have already taken the 
required second foreign language course but have not completed all its levels or those who will take 
these courses for the first time before these principles come into effect, may apply for exemption as per 
Article 6-a hereunder at the beginning of the 2024-2025 Spring and 2025-2026 Fall semesters. 

 
 

ARTICLE 10 -These principles shall enter into force as of the date of publication.  
 
ARTICLE 11‐These principles are executed by the Rector of Özyeğin University. 

 

 


