
ÖZYEĞİN UNIVERSITY 
PRINCIPLES FOR IDENTIFYING HONOR / HIGH HONOR STUDENTS and RANKING 

 

As per Article 35 of the Rules and Regulations for Undergraduate Programs at Özyegin University, students 
who qualify to receive an undergraduate diploma will be awarded academic distinctions of honor and high 
honor as per the following principles and procedures, effective the 2024-2025 academic year. 

 
REQUIREMENTS TO GRADUATE WITH HONORS 

 
Article (1)  
1) - Students who graduate from an undergraduate program (separately for major and double major 

programs) are considered "Honor" if their graduation GPA (Grade Point Average) for the major or 
double major program is between 3.00 and 3.49, and "High Honor" if it is 3.50 or above, provided 
that they meet the conditions listed below: 

 
a) To have a clean disciplinary record, 
b) Not to have received a grade F or U for any of the courses taken, 

 

2) Graduation with Honor or High Honor from the second major is not contingent upon graduation with 
Honor or High Honor from the primary major. 

 
3)  Students who graduate with Honor or High Honor are awarded Honor or High Honor certificates at 

commencement. 
 
4) Students who leave their undergraduate programs with an associate’s degree diploma are not awarded 

academic distinctions of honor/high honor. 
 
5)  Students who qualify to receive a minor certificate are not awarded academic distinctions of 

honor/high honor when they graduate from their minors. 
 
 

REQUIREMENTS FOR CLASS RANKING AMONG UNDERGRADUATE GRADUATES 
 
Article (2) 

1) For the determination of students to be ranked among undergraduate program graduates, 
students graduating in the Fall and Spring semesters of the relevant academic year are evaluated 
together. Double major program graduates are also included in the evaluation list. 
 

2) Students are eligible for class ranking if they have not received any disciplinary record, do not 
have any courses with a final grade of F or U, have completed at least 150 ECTS credits required 
for graduation while registered at the University, have completed their major program within the 
standard period of study, and, if applicable, have completed their double major program within 
10 semesters. 

 
3) A student who meets the graduation requirements for both a major and a double major in a given 

year may be ranked separately for each program. Being ranked in the double major program 
does not require being ranked in the primary major program. 

 
4) No class ranking is made among minor program graduates. 

 
5) Students who meet the conditions specified in these regulations are granted the following 

rankings: 
 

a) The student with the highest graduation GPA in a given program is designated as the 
PROGRAM VALEDICTORIAN. 

b) The top three students with the highest graduation GPA in a given faculty are ranked as 
FACULTY VALEDICTORIAN, FACULTY SECOND PLACE and FACULTY THIRD PLACE, 
respectively. 



c) Among all undergraduate graduates, the top three students with the highest GPA are 
ranked as UNIVERSİTY VALEDICTORIAN (UNDERGRADUATE), UNIVERSITY SALUTATORIAN 
(UNDERGRADUATE) and UNIVERSITY THIRD PLACE (UNDERGRADUATE), respectively. 
 

6) In the event of a tie in GPA for any of the rankings specified in Article 5, more than one student 
may be declared as first, second, or third place. If an unforeseen ranking situation arises, the 
matter is evaluated by the decision of the University Executive Board. 
 

7) Students who are to be ranked are announced at least four (4) business days before the 
commencement ceremony of the relevant academic year. Grade changes made after the 
announcement do not affect the rankings. 

 
 

8) These principles take effect as of the date of enactment. 
 

9) The implementation of these principles is carried out by the Rector of Özyeğin University. 
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